Mary Phillips
February 9, 1964 - January 19, 2019

Mary Phillips, age 54, of Redwood Falls passed away on Saturday, January 19, 2019 at
North Memorial Hospital in Robbinsdale, after a short hospitalization. Memorial services
will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 24, 2019 from Nelson-Hillestad Funeral
Home in Redwood Falls, with visitation two hours prior from Noon to 2:00 p.m. Burial will
be in the Redwood Falls Cemetery.
Arrangements are with Nelson-Hillestad Funeral and Cremation Service of Redwood
Falls. E-mail condolences may be sent via www.nelson-hillestad.com.
Mary Phillips, age 54, was born on February 9, 1964 in Redwood Falls, Minnesota, to
Dwight and Alice Phillips. She was the youngest of five children who grew up on the family
farm south of Redwood Falls. Mary graduated from Redwood Falls High School. As a
young adult, she moved into a REM group home, with housemates and staff who she
enjoyed as her extended family for the past 29 years. Mary worked at several different
jobs through the years, arranged by Service Enterprises (SEI).
Mary was a social and outgoing person who loved chatting, teasing and parties. She
always made sure others were comfortable. Mary liked to vacation at the lake and fish,
inheriting the title Miss Birch Lake and learning to drive a pontoon boat later in life. In
addition, she enjoyed traveling with her family around the U.S., on holidays and in the
summer.
Mary liked scrapbooking, baking, coloring and developing her unique sense of fashion.
Her dream job was being a secretary, and she applied her office skills at home, at SEI and
with her family. Mary was known for her cheerfulness and one-liners.
She is survived by her siblings and their spouses, Emily Phillips (George Parker), George
Phillips, Tom Phillips, and Nancy Phillips (Jerry Kovacs); her nephew, Aaron Parker; other
relatives and friends. She was preceded in death by her parents.

Donations may be made to Service Enterprises, Inc (SEI) or The ARC Minnesota.
Blessed be her memory.
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Comments

“

Dear Mary's family,
We were so sad to recently hear about Mary's death. We send you our very deepest
sympathy. We greatly enjoyed visiting with Mary whenever we'd come to Redwood to
visit Chris, one of Mary's housemates. (Gary is Chris's brother.) Mary was such a
sweet soul who brightened our day with her infectious smile, calming voice, and
friendly nature. We will miss her on our future visits. Sending love and care to all of
you.
Best regards,
Gary and Lorie Hughes
Billings, Montana

Lorie Hughes - February 05 at 12:21 PM

“

Thank you.
Emily Phillips and family
Emily Phillips - February 12 at 06:43 PM

“

71 files added to the album LifeTributes

Nelson-Hillestad Funeral & Cremation Services - January 23 at 03:56 PM

“

Dear Phillips family,
I was saddened to read of Mary's passing. In high school, I worked with the then
"Mary Kay" and loved my time with her. She was full of energy and taught me so
much. In fact, she was my gateway into the world of special education and a career
of working with people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Reading her obituary brought a great smile to my face to see all that she
accomplished and enjoyed in her life.
My thoughts are with you as you celebrate Mary's life and mourn her loss.
Warm regards,
Sue Buckley

Sue Buckley - January 23 at 12:01 PM

“

Thank you.
Emily Phillips and family
Emily Phillips - February 12 at 06:44 PM

“

Springtime Wishes was purchased for the family of Mary Phillips.

January 22 at 06:46 PM

“

Mary laugh and call me silly for dancing around the place. And then she would dance
a bit with me. She always put a smile on my face.

Courtney trotter - January 22 at 02:44 AM

“
“

I am sorry for your loss I am going to miss her alot
Amy - January 22 at 10:17 PM

Thank you.
Emily Phillips - February 12 at 06:45 PM

