John Watkins
June 4, 1936 - August 12, 2016

John Watkins, 80, of Montgomery, Alabama and formerly of Redwood Falls died Friday,
August 12, 2016 at Baptist Medical Center in Montgomery. Mass of Christian Burial will be
held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, August 19, 2016 from St. Catherine’s Catholic Church in
Redwood Falls with burial to follow in the church cemetery. Visitation will be held on
Thursday, August 18, 2016, from 4 until 7 p.m., at Nelson-Hillestad Funeral Home in
Redwood Falls and will continue on Friday, from 9:30 until 10:30 a.m., at the church.
Arrangements are with Nelson-Hillestad Funeral and Cremation Service of Redwood
Falls. E-mail condolences may be sent via www.nelson-hillestad.com.
John Rollie Watkins, the son of Rollie and Carrie (Willcox) Watkins, was born June 4, 1936
in Delhi. He grew up on a farm near Delhi and received his formal education in Redwood
Falls Public School. John moved to Alberta, Minnesota for a time and then joined the
United States Navy where he was stationed in San Diego. Following his honorable
discharge, John returned to Minnesota.
On April 26, 1958, John married Carol Wertish in St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Bechyn.
The couple made their home in Mankato while John attended Mankato State College,
where he majored in mathematics and physics – and worked construction. Following his
graduation in 1963, the family settled in Apple Valley where John worked as a computer
engineer. They moved to Huntsville, Alabama in 1983 and then to Montgomery in 1986.
John opened his own business, Performance Support, Inc., in 1984 and was selfemployed in the field of computer engineering until his retirement in 2001.
John was a member of Church of the Holy Spirit in Montgomery where he served as an
usher and belonged to the Knights of Columbus. He enjoyed playing cards, golfing with
friends, and going on excursions with the church group.
John is survived by his wife Carol of Montgomery; children David Watkins of Centennial,
Colorado, Debra Watkins of Wetumpka, Alabama, and Kent Watkins of Montgomery. Also

surviving are his grandchildren Angela (Chris) Harazin, Jonathan Watkins, Marcus
Mayberry, Madolyn Mayberry, and Zoe Watkins; and sisters Harriet Jensen and Lucille
Nelson, both of Redwood Falls. He was preceded in death by his brother Donald Watkins,
and sister Dorothy Ruoho.
Blessed be his memory.
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Comments

“

I met John at Gunter AFS in the early 90's. I can't remember the circumstances, just
that there was a problem to solve and he was the problem solver. I was young and
he liked to mentor, but this meant he wouldn't just tell you the answer, he would give
you a general hint and force you to figure it out on your own. He could be blunt if he
didn't like an answer and this threw me off guard at first. At some point I confronted
him about it and he just laughed, saying "If I didn't think your were capable I wouldn't
be so hard on you! If I'm being polite, then you can worry." It's an odd philosophy but
it worked for me. John's respect meant a lot.
He latered hired me. It was important to him that each of his employees succeed in
their careers and life and he put a lot of effort into making that happen. When a new
opportunity came a few years later he encouraged me to take it, even though it
meant leaving PSi. I never saw him again but he left a lasting impression on me and
I'm sure on everyone that knew him.
Chris Van Heuveln

Chris Van Heuveln - August 25, 2016 at 01:55 PM

“

Wish to offer my prayers and condolences for your loss.
John was one of my managers in Bloomington and then worked with him in
Huntsville and Montgomery on the Phase IV Air Force contract. Over the years,
considered him a mentor and friend, that helped me grow professionally and
personally. He was one of the smartest persons I had known.
At Sperry Airline Development Center in Bloomington, he’d ask when you were going
to get a particular job or task done. If you responded that you’d try and get it done in
3-days; in which he’d come back that you don’t “try”, you either do it or not.
There was a time when a few of us were working late at work, putting a software
release through final testing before we released it to the Air Force. John came back
into work after a few beers to check on us. He sat down at the terminal to take a look
at the user interface, and within 30-seconds caused the program to blow-up. It turned
out that the error checking for the program wasn’t checking for some simple data
input errors.
Remember his competitiveness, whether playing of the company softball team or
playing volleyball in his backyard. He made his mark on so many people he worked
with. John, you will be missed.
Steve Redman

Steve Redman - August 22, 2016 at 11:13 AM

“

I was a young software developer in the USAF, John was a legend. He always spent
the time to teach me and show me secrets and practices he knew. Now 30 years
later I am still developing and know that John's lessons are still part of my day. Such
an inspiration.

Larry Cryderman - August 21, 2016 at 12:13 PM

“

Carol, I always enjoyed being around John. "Can't do" was not part of his vocabulary.
My thoughts and prayers are with you, Dave and the rest of the gang.
Mark S.

Mark Sellner - August 18, 2016 at 11:19 AM

“

30 files added to the album LifeTributes

Nelson-Hillestad Funeral & Cremation Services - August 18, 2016 at 10:57 AM

“

The Performance Woodworking Family purchased the Floor Plant for Sympathy for
the family of John Watkins.

The Performance Woodworking Family - August 17, 2016 at 03:29 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to all of the family! John will be missed by many..We the Apple
Valley crew, have many good memories of John.

Irene Schackman - August 17, 2016 at 07:52 AM

“

Eternal Memories was purchased for the family of John Watkins.

August 16, 2016 at 12:35 PM

“

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of John Watkins.

August 16, 2016 at 12:30 PM

