Gerald "Bud" "Smitty" Smith
July 3, 1940 - February 8, 2017

Gerald “Bud” “Smitty” Smith, 76, of Redwood Falls died Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at
his home. Memorial services will be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, February 25, 2017 from
Nelson-Hillestad Funeral Home in Redwood Falls. Inurnment will be held at a later date in
Redwood Falls Cemetery. Visitation will be held Saturday, February 25, from noon until 1
p.m., at the funeral home.
Arrangements are with Nelson-Hillestad Funeral and Cremation Service of Redwood
Falls. E-mail condolences may be sent via www.nelson-hillestad.com.
Gerald George Smith, the son of Grant and Bessie (Whittet) Smith, was born July 3, 1940
in Redwood Falls. He grew up in rural North Redwood and received his formal education
in District 8 rural school and Redwood Falls High School. Bud was a truck driver and
dispatcher, most recently for Reich & Schefus Trucking. He resided in Mankato,
McGregor, and Redwood Falls. Bud enjoyed hunting and fishing.
He is survived by his special friend, Mary Pederson, her son Jeremy Geller and his family
all of Redwood Falls; sons Jim, John, and Jeff Smith, all of Redwood Falls, and Galen
Smith of St. Peter; two grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; sisters Janette (Knud)
Basballe of Morgan, and Dorothy (Warren) Maurer of Brandon, South Dakota; and mother
Bessie Smith of Redwood Falls. Bud was preceded in death by his father, Grant.
Blessed be his memory.
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Comments

“

31 files added to the album LifeTributes

Nelson-Hillestad Funeral & Cremation Services - February 22, 2017 at 10:26 AM

“

fastest round trip RWF MN - Brownsville TX ever! my thoughts & prayers for Buds
family & friends during this very difficult time RIP Bud

Jeffrey Current - February 10, 2017 at 10:03 PM

“

I first met Gerald around the year of 2009. A friend that knew of him told me to go to
the VFW in Redwood Falls and look for a man wearing a black cowboy hat that will
answer to the nickname "Smitty". I was adopted in 1990 at age 3 and Gerald is my
biological grand father. Well, I went to the VFW in the late afternoon and he was
there and my heart felt like it was going to jump out of my chest, I was so nervous.
Well I asked if he is Smitty and he said yes, who are you. I went into detail about who
I was, who my biological mother was, and that I had met my biological Josh in 2006.
We both hugged and cried. He said he didn't even know I existed. It was a true
moment I will always remember. After talking for a while, I went home and called him
and went to visit him at his home (I lived in Canby, MN at thst time.) I get to his house
and was welcomed with open arms. We talked so much and it was amazing. He also
took me to meet his mom (my great grandmother) Bessie are Garnett Gardens. She
seen a lanyard I had my keys on around my neck that said southwest state on it and
she was so proud I was in college! Well after that say I didn't get back around to
visiting him anymore but my son and I had moved to redwood falls and I would run
into him at the pharmacy and Walmart at least once a month or so. I loved seeing
him. I wish I would have gone to visit again. The date he died, February 8, was my
daughters 3rd birthday. Love you and rest in peace grandpa Gerald!!!

Jessica Guetter - February 10, 2017 at 04:04 PM

“

Very sorry to hear about Smitty. Truly a great friend of mine and my brother. My
thoughts and prayers go out to all of his family. God bless you Smitty...

Terry R Marguth - February 10, 2017 at 12:11 PM

“

Just for you Smitty....( The God D****t Man as my son always called you...all he ever
heard you say)...No more shall you hurt... Enjoy the hiways in the sky... Until we
meet again up yonder!!!!!!!!!!!!

Thunder Road

There's blue skies where I'm going up there on that Thunder Road,
You can see those big stacks smokin' as they pull that heavy load.
Won't have to worry about weigh stations as I roll across the sky. . .
Won't have to watch for Mr. Smokey, and I'm a gonna let 'er fly!
Got a load to get to heaven -- dispatch didn't give me any time
Got to be there before nightfall, so I'm a gonna let 'er climb . . .
Climb up on those big white sun clouds, up there on that Thunder Road
Got to make some time up with this mighty heavy load...
My truck and I pull together, we work as if we are just one,
She's been a good companion and now we're on our final run.
It seems as if we've covered every highway on the ground,
But now we're rollin' steady 'cause we know we're homeward bound.
In the years we've rolled together, this truck and I have seen it all,
We've run with some real good people, and I smile as I recall
The hard times and the fussin' and the good times on the road,
The comraderie as we ran together thru the night and hauled our loads.
Truckers always pull together when they find some common ground,
And when you're lookin' for good people, there's none finer to be found!

But this time I'm rollin' solo, just me and my trusty truck,
We've got to get a goin', so goodbye . . . and lots of luck!
I'm rollin' up to heaven, up there on that Thunder Road,
They said they're waitin' for me and this very special load.
They said to check in with the angel at the guard shack of heaven's gate,
I guess they need another trucker to haul some of that holy freight!
So the next time you see the lightening and you hear that thunder roar,
Don't you worry about the storm clouds . . .
It'll be the diesel hummin' as we welcome home one more!
Author Unknown..
Wendy Gary and Matt Van Winkle
Wendy - February 09, 2017 at 11:04 AM

“

My sympathy to Bud's family and friends, especially to Galen who I babysat for when
he was very young.

Cindy (Keech) Jackelen - February 09, 2017 at 06:32 AM

“

Thank you Cindy.
I've always wanted to meet you as I have old pictures with you in them.
Galen
Galen - February 23, 2017 at 11:10 AM

“

Galen, when I am visiting in Minnesota let's get together. I have a house in Henderson. I'd
happily drive to St. Peter to see you. I'll be there spring break and much of the summer.
Please email me at cindyjackelen@gmail.com so we can find a way to connect. Thinking of
you today as you celebrate your Dad's life. Hugs!
Cindy Jackelen - February 25, 2017 at 09:33 AM

“

Thinking of you today, Galen! Will try to connect with you next time I am in
Minnesota.Would love to hear stories of your dad after we moved away.
Cindy - February 25, 2017 at 03:11 PM

“

Hi Galen,
I also babysat for you and the other children back in Redwood Falls. You have my
sympathy.
Nancy Keech Graumann
Nancy - February 25, 2017 at 07:08 PM

“

My sympathy also. I'm Cindy's sister and I was one of the many of us who babysat you. I
remember when you came home from the hospital. You wet so tiny, I was afraid to hold
you. But rocked you to sleep many times. Hugs to you! Patricia Keech Moberg
Patricia Keech Moberg - February 25, 2017 at 11:17 PM

