Dorothea Paul
April 17, 1930 - May 23, 2017

Dorothea Paul, 87, of rural Morton passed away, after a very brief stay in Hospice at the
Sunwood Good Samaritan Home in Redwood Falls, on May 23, 2017 with family at her
side. A Celebration of Life will be held at the Redwood Area Community Center, 901 E
Cook St, Redwood Falls, Minnesota on Sunday, June 18, 2017 from 2:30-4:30 p.m., with a
time for sharing memories at 3 p.m. Lunch will be served. Please join us.
Arrangements are with Nelson-Hillestad Funeral and Cremation Service of Redwood
Falls. E-mail condolences may be sent via http://www.nelson-hillestad.com.
Dorothea was born on April 17, 1930 to Beryl (Whitaker) and William Scheffler in Minneap
olis. She grew up learning to love the land and farming near Morton. After graduating from
West High School in Minneapolis, she attended classes at the University of Minnesota. In
1949, she met and married George Henry Paul. They began their life together on the famil
y farm and raised three children Beryl, Michael and George William. Her husband passed
away in 1985. Later in life, she met another farmer, James “Jimmy” Mayer. Together they
enjoyed antiques, photography, attending events and pursuing their mutual love for all thin
gs farming and art.
While her husband pursued a career in construction building roads and later for MNDOT,
Dorothea was the farmer in the family. She was an independent strong woman with an en
during work ethic. Concerned about conservation, she pioneered farming techniques that
earned her a Star Farmer Award and recognition for her forward thinking. With a voracious
appetite for learning, she often attended workshops, educational events and spent many h
ours researching topics of interest.
At 34 years of age, in addition to farming and raising a family, she began a second career
as an artist, specializing in agriculture with oils, acrylics and water colors. Her keen eye an
d life experience, having personally lived the life of a farmer from a small child helping to c
are for her father’s work horses to running her own acreage, gave her great insight. Her p
assion was realistic depictions that reflected a desire to document history and lives on the

farm as well as other subjects. She currently had paintings in all 50 states and over 50 cou
ntries in the world along with approximately 200 magazine covers as well as many awards
showcasing recognition and appreciation of her talents.
Dorothea is survived by her fiancé, James Mayer of Winthrop; children, Beryl (Myron) Wer
nberg, of Bemidji, and Michael (Barbara) Paul of Winston, Georgia; daughter-in-law Pailin
“Ang” Paul of St Johns Island, South Carolina; and granddaughter Char Blashill of Bemidji;
as well as cousins and other relatives.
She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband George Henry, and her son Geor
ge William.
She lived a life marked by dedication, a great sense of humor and an uncanny ability to en
dure tough times and still stand tall. She is now driving her favorite tractor among the field
s of gold with a joyous smile on her face.

Events
JUN
18

Luncheon & gathering

02:30PM - 04:30PM

Redwood Area Communtiy Center
901 Cook Street, Redwood Falls, MN, US, 56283

JUN
18

Service

03:00PM

Redwood Area Communtiy Center
901 Cook Street, Redwood Falls, MN, US, 56283

Comments

“

Aug 21, 2017- i know this is late, but we wanted to extend our condolences to
Dorothea's family. We just now learned of her death. We ran into Dorothea at many
functions over the years, horse plowing contests, the Swensson Farm, and the
county fair. We just loved her! I even invited her to the Heatwole threshing bee one
year as a featured artist and she graciously accepted my invitation. I was thrilled! My
husbands family was the first to meet Dorothea in 1972, when they commissioned
her to do a painting of two Vietnamese boys driving oxen carts, taken from a picture
my husband had taken while he served in the Army. She always remembered us and
that particular painting when we would meet her. She even had us bring it to her
once as she was concerned that it should be cleaned and sealed which she did, and
remarked it as well. We will miss her! Here is that portrait.

Mike and Jo Wendlandt - August 21, 2017 at 02:18 PM

“

I found this original in one of our rentals and I could not believe it! I have great
passion for this woman's work. I just finished building a art and music studio on
Diamond lake and was looking forward to having her speak there. I work in Morton at
AMI so she is well know here. God bless her. I remember as a child seeing the
covers of my dad's farming magazines with her amazing work. Mark

Mark Haen - June 28, 2017 at 01:04 PM

“

Dorothea's friend of many years, Ron Lund, introduced us to Dorothea in 2015, and
she invited us into her home to view her art. My wife, Nancy, and I were writing a
book on corn harvesting, and she generously gave us permission to use some of her
special artworks in our book, including an original, unpublished work called, The
Coming Harvest. During our time with her she eagerly shared stories with us,
displaying a love for her art, the land, and people that we will always remember.

Gordon & Nancy Fredrickson - June 18, 2017 at 09:19 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing your memories.
Beryl - June 27, 2017 at 11:55 PM

I have a beautiful painting that has Dorothea's signature on the back, found the
treasure at Goodwill here in Willmar. I didn't know Dorothea, but I love her artistry
and will keep her painting on my wall! My sympathies to all of you for your loss.

Cheryl Frank - June 08, 2017 at 07:10 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing such a nice story and your kind words. Beryl
Beryl Wernberg - June 09, 2017 at 07:09 PM

I met Dorothea because I went to Bemidji State College the same time her daughter
did and we rode back and forth together a few times from Bemidji to home for
weekends/holidays etc. She was an amazing lady and I knew where Beryl got her
spunk! She was a beautiful artist and a fascinating person to talk to and listen to and
I'll always remember her. Beryl and family you have my deepest sympathy and may
your wonderful memories of your mom bring you comfort.
Marjean Palmer Clausen

Marjean Palmer Clausen - June 07, 2017 at 08:43 PM

“

Thank you for your kind words and great memories. Beeyl
Beryl Wernberg - June 09, 2017 at 07:10 PM

“

I enjoyed getting to know Dorothea as a customer of mine...she was a very down to
earth person with a ton of energy. My mother and father in law have a large painting
of hers of a threshing scene which they love! I will miss seeing her as she made her
way to the cities for supplies. Rest in Peace Dorothea.
Simone Rambow
Waconia MN

Simone Rambow - June 07, 2017 at 01:41 PM

“

Thank you for sharing this story and your kind words. I know that she enjoyed seeing you.
Beryl
Beryl Wernberg - June 09, 2017 at 07:11 PM

“

1 file added to the album Painting

Jerry Sellner - June 05, 2017 at 08:42 AM

“

Thank you for sharing this painting and story. My Mom enjoyed seeing you and your family.
Beryl
Beryl Wernberg - June 09, 2017 at 07:12 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Beryl Wernberg- daughter - June 01, 2017 at 02:18 AM

“

This is my Mom, Dorothea Paul, on Easter Sunday in April this year where we were
gathered as a family celebrating her 87th birthday. What a lady she was!!!
Beryl Wernberg - June 01, 2017 at 02:24 AM

“

My Sympathy to the Paul family I remember meeting you Beryl at a party and my husband
combined beans for your Mom what a busy lady she was.May God keep you all in his care.
Lila Black
Lila Black - June 02, 2017 at 02:43 PM

“
“

Thank you so much for posting Lila. We appreciate your kind words. Beryl
Beryl Wernberg - June 06, 2017 at 02:22 PM

Rich and I send our condolences on the loss of your Mother and Char's Grandmother. Her
spirit lives on in you and Char.
Susan Morris - June 09, 2017 at 06:22 PM

“

What a talented and creative woman. We always enjoyed visiting with her and really
enjoy her paintings Our deepest sympathy to her family we are keeping you in our
thoughts and prayers. Marvin and Judy Lentz

Marvin and Judy Lentz - May 25, 2017 at 03:35 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Dorothea's death. We would love to participate in her celebration
of life. 320-974-8917. Our most sincere sympathy! Steve & Sandy Miller
Sandra and Steve Miller - May 30, 2017 at 04:30 PM

“

Thank you - we hope you can attend. We welcome good stories from dear friends. I so
appreciate your kind words. Beryl.
Beryl Wernberg - June 02, 2017 at 10:54 PM

“

With deepest sympathy. Dorothea was such a lobely lady, we were friends and neighbors
when she lived in Country Courts. We have two of her paintings and three prints. She was
so talented.
Darwin & Pat Kutxorik - June 06, 2017 at 09:45 PM

“
“

Thank you for your kind words. My Mom often talked of you as great neighbors. Beryl
Beryl Wernberg - June 09, 2017 at 07:13 PM

I grew up near the Pauls and rode the school bus with Beryl and her brothers. After high
school when my sister Kathy and I would be home, we'd go over and visit with Dorothea as
she painted. She was just starting out as a painter and working hard to get the people and
animals just right. She gave us a painting of a lady slipper done on birch bark. Years later,
my mother had a farm scene painting of hers displayed prominently in the kitchen. More
recently, I bought some prints of her paintings from her at the Morton 4th of July craft show.
I was very glad to see her still going strong at that time. Fond memories of a wonderful
lady.
Mary Sullivan
Mary Sullivan - June 13, 2017 at 10:40 PM

“
“

Thank you so much for your kind words and memories. Good to hear from you. Beryl
Beryl Wernberg - June 14, 2017 at 09:20 PM

My family and I were sorry to hear of Dorothea's death. She painted a picture of my
grandparents (Ervin and Estella Manthei) farm south of Danube, MN. We gave it to them
for their 50th wedding anniversary back in 1978. They so enjoyed it and now as their oldest
grandchild I have it hanging in my family room in Eugene, Oregon. That painting has so
many memories for me growing up as a child out on their farm. And she also painted a
picture of Swedlanda Lutheran Church (a country church south of Hector, MN). It was the
church my husband grew up in and is where we got the idea to have Dorothea paint the
farm picture. She was a talented lady!
Peggy (Gort) Johnson
Peggy Johnson - June 15, 2017 at 11:31 AM

