Darrel Lee Jakes
July 22, 1961 - March 31, 2017

Darrel Lee Jakes, 55, of Redwood Falls died unexpectedly at his home on Friday, March
31, 2017. Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, April 6, 2017 from Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church in Redwood Falls with burial to follow in Bird Island City Cemetery.
Visitation will be held Wednesday, April 5, 2017, from 4 until 8 p.m., at Nelson-Hillestad
Funeral Home in Redwood Falls and will continue on Thursday, at the church, from 10
until 11 a.m.
Arrangements are with Nelson-Hillestad Funeral and Cremation Service of Redwood
Falls. E-mail condolences may be sent via www.nelson-hillestad.com.
Darrel Lee Jakes, the son of Stanley and Dorothy (Minkel) Jakes, was born July 22, 1961
in Olivia. He was the second youngest in a family of 12. Darrel grew up in Bird Island. He
was baptized on January 14, 1962 by Pastor John Burman and confirmed on May 2, 1976
by Pastor Paul Sorlien. Darrel received his formal education in Bird Island, graduating
from Bird Island Public School in 1979.
Darrel held several jobs and has been a caregiver to many family members and friends
over the years. He lived in Redwood Falls, Morton, Hutchinson, and Worthington, before
moving to Sioux Falls, South Dakota and then back to Redwood Falls. Darrel was a
member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Bird Island. He loved to travel with family and,
as always, was a caregiver to all people of all ages and needs. Darrel had a love for
animals and went out of his way to care for them. He really enjoyed all God’s gifts on the
earth – especially the parks and lakes. Darrel loved to ride is bike and was excited to see
the first robin each spring.
Darrel was extremely dedicated to his mom; they drove all over together, singing along to
the radio as they travelled. They enjoyed feeding ducks and geese at the parks they
visited. Darrel was a loyal brother to his sister, June, and spent much time praying with
her. He had a very strong faith in God; his favorite saying was “every day is Sunday!”
Darrel always ended his letters and cards to family with “God loves you and so do I!” He

kept all family members up-to-date by staying connected with them in person and with his
cell phone. He enjoyed decorating for all the holidays and dressing up like Santa for his
nieces and nephews.
Darrel is survived by his siblings Gerald (Linda) Jakes of Alexandria, Eugene (Lyne) Jakes
Sr. of New Ulm, Judy (Lloyd) Rosenau of Marshall, Gary (Kathy) Jakes of New Ulm,
Darlene (Miles) Willhite Sr. of Hutchinson, Bonnie (Morris) Hoover of Redwood Falls,
Nancy (Alan) Steinbeisser of New Ulm, Kathy (Richard) Steinbeisser of Osakis, Dean
(Carol) Jakes of Redwood Falls, and Terry (Gary) Greenslit of Morton; brother-in-law
Gerald Hutchinson of Redwood Falls; and many nieces and nephews, great-nieces and
nephews, and great-great-nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents,
Stanley and Dorothy Jakes; sister June Hutchinson; niece Stacy Hutchinson; and nephew
Chad Rosenau.
The family gives a huge thank you to Darrel’s nephew, Luke Jakes, for being so dedicated
to his uncle.
Whenever someone passed away, Darrel said they were dancing in heaven – now he is,
too! Blessed be his memory.

Cemetery Details
Bird Island City Cemetery
Bird Island, MN

Previous Events
Visitation
APR 5. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)
Nelson-Hillestad Funeral Home
111 S. Halvorson
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
office@nelson-hillestad.com

Visitation
APR 6. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
301 North Lincoln St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
http://gloriadeilutheran.org

Service
APR 6. 11:00 AM (CT)
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
301 North Lincoln St.
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
http://gloriadeilutheran.org

Tribute Wall
I remember all the times he used to come to visit and would ride his bike to the
local orchard and come back with 2 bags of apples for us to bake apple pies with.
I also remember all the jokes he would tell and the smiles he put on everyone's
face. It's just sad he had to leave us soo soon :'(
Samuel Willhite - April 06, 2017 at 10:28 AM

I remember all the times he used to come to visit and would ride his bike to the
local orchard and come back with 2 bags of apples for us to bake apple pies with.
I also remember all the jokes he would tell and the smiles he put on everyone's
face. It's just sad he had to leave us soo soon :'(
Samuel Willhite - April 06, 2017 at 09:10 AM
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Nelson-Hillestad Funeral & Cremation Services - April 05, 2017 at 04:02 PM

TG

Terry Greenslit lit a candle in memory of Darrel Lee Jakes

Terry Greenslit - April 05, 2017 at 07:54 AM

JO

Darrel always had a smile n would sit n talk he was a great
person will not be same around country village apts!!! Rest
in Peace Darrel!!!

Jodie - April 04, 2017 at 11:20 AM

TG

Darrel was my big brother. He was always protective and supportive. He was
such a kind and gentle soul. He was good to everyone all the time. He never
wanted anyone to feel bad. He go out of his way to make everyone happy. He
treated everyone with dignity and respect. I love the way he taught my kids to
always take care of the animals. He took my kids to the parks to feed ducks and
geese many times. Darrel was so wonderful to my mom. He took her many
places and brought so much joy to her life. Our mom always sang " You are my
Sunshine" to all of us. Darrel was our Sunshine in our family

Terry Greenslit - April 04, 2017 at 11:16 AM

CJ

Carol Jakes lit a candle in memory of Darrel Lee Jakes

Carol Jakes - April 04, 2017 at 07:50 AM

My heart is forever broken after losing a loving brother so soon after losing a
loving sister.
Your loving Sister, Nancy
Cassi-Bunny Steinbeisser - April 03, 2017 at 06:31 PM

we will miss our weather updates, as he always kept us informed of bad weather
when we were doing papers. he cared so much for the family. love always and
forever r,i.p. Darrel...
Alan Steinbeisser - April 03, 2017 at 06:08 PM

JG
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jordan greenslit - April 03, 2017 at 09:53 AM

JG

What I remember most is uncle Darrel would just show up. From the time he
arrived till the time he left was filled will love and laughter. The was this one time
where we all were on our way to this rock place in Iowa, he tried to throw ketchup
out the window and it ended up all over him.
jordan greenslit - April 03, 2017 at 09:52 AM

JG

I remember going to Sioux Falls with uncle Darrel to get fire works and going to
Ramsey park to feed the ducks, no matter wht the case might of been, he always
had a smile on his face.
Josh Greenslit - April 03, 2017 at 09:38 AM

This is a picture of Darrel holding me as a baby with my mom June.

Jennifer Hutchinson - April 03, 2017 at 12:01 AM

Jennifer Hutchinson lit a candle in memory of Darrel Lee
Jakes

Jennifer Hutchinson - April 02, 2017 at 11:57 PM

Uncle Darrel,
Where do I begin,from the time I can remember you has always been in my life.
Mom and you were very close, we went on alot of car trips. As I got older and had
children of my own, the tradition still continued with them. Feeding the ducks with
you n Grandma were always our favorite. My children and I will always cherish
that memory . So until we meet again, help take care of all the loved ones in your
heavenly paradise. Love you Uncle Darrel!!
Jennifer Hutchinson - April 02, 2017 at 11:55 PM

LG

Everytime I would see uncle Darrel he would always have a smile on his face. Ha
always lived his life to the fullest. If you were ever down he made you smile.
Darrel was a fun person to talk to. Uncle Darrel was so good to Bentley he always
smiled and said hi to him whenever we were out and about.And Bentley was
excited and always said oh hi uncle Darrel. I I'm very happy to have called Darrel
my Uncle and I am so happy Bentley had him for a Great Uncle

Lisa Greenslit - April 02, 2017 at 07:42 PM

DG
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Daniel Greenslit - April 02, 2017 at 07:27 PM

DG

I have so many good memories of my Uncle Darrel. When we were little he would
do would do so many fun things with us. Also when we were teenagers, he would
take us places and do nice things. This picture is of us when we went to Spencer,
Iowa. To let purple balloons go at the Grotto in memory of Grandma Jakes. Uncle
Darrel taught us about respect. He also just had fun with us. One time Darrel,
Luke and I werelighting off fireworks at the park. A firecracker accidentally went
right through one of his car windows and right out the other side of his car before
it blew up! We all laughed and laughed Another time us 3 went to McDonalds
we went through the drive thru and Darrel ordered food. Then we drove through
the drive thru again only this time Luke and I begged Darrel to drive through
backwards and he did so I could order from the passenger side. The McDonalds
workers were laughing. When we left we could barely eat our food we laughed so
hard Darrel's best gift to all of us was making us laugh
. He always made
each one of us feel special and he was always taught us have fun but be
respectful. I will miss deeply my Uncle Darrel.

Daniel Greenslit - April 02, 2017 at 07:23 PM

KL
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Kerry Lamberson - April 02, 2017 at 07:10 PM

LJ

Darrel, you always have been and forever will be my best uncle and oh friend. We
had countless car rides to many places enjoying natures animals and scenery.
Playing music and singing songs in key or not? We were extremely close
buddies. We called and texted each other daily and this is so difficult not having
the chance to do so anymore. I'm lost without you, but I also believe your in a
(Paradise Place) as you told me (Heaven) was. Till we meet again!
Luke Jakes
Luke Jakes - April 02, 2017 at 03:38 PM

He was always there for everyone no matter how bad things where he'd find the
light...he'd always end every conversation on a positive note cause all he did was
care...not just one of the best uncle's but one of the best people I know R.I.P. and
love you ....till we meet again never goodbye
Cassi-Bunny Steinbeisser - April 02, 2017 at 02:37 PM

BB

Blessed & honored that I was able to call you Uncle Darrel. You always had a
heart of gold. You will be greatly missed.
Brenda Becklund - April 02, 2017 at 01:56 PM

DJ

Heaven opened its gate on March 31at for an enormously
kimd, caring, gentle soul (Darrel Jake's - age 55) You are
so very much missed here on earth by so many. Till we
meet again. The Dean, Carol, Luke, & Melissa Jake's
Family and Brandon J. Redwood Falls, MN.

Dean Jakes - April 02, 2017 at 12:27 PM

I remember all the times he used to come to visit and would ride his bike to the local
orchard and come back with 2 bags of apples for us to bake apple pies with. I also
remember all the jokes he would tell and the smiles he put on everyone's face. It's just
sad he had to leave us soo soon :'(
Samuel Willhite - April 02, 2017 at 01:53 PM

